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SPORTS PONY STUDBOOK SOCIETY

Head Office: Sock Farm, Chilthorne Domer, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 8QZ
What is a sports pony?

The nine indigenous Mountain and Moorland pony breeds of Great Britain are amongst the national treasures of these islands and the incomparable British Riding Pony is almost equally revered amongst equestrians of every age and nationality. Despite this, across the disciplines – and most particularly in dressage and showjumping -- growing numbers of children are competing on imported sports ponies bred in mainland Europe. In fact, many of these ponies can trace almost every one of their ancestors to one or other of our native pony or riding pony studbooks. However, because they have been selectively bred and performance tested for several generations for their paces, performance talent, soundness and temperament, rather than for breed type or show ring potential, they are now more like a small warmblood competition horse than a cross-bred pony and their proven record of wins at top junior international level is increasingly making them the first choice for keen children, parents, trainers and sponsors.

Why do we need a Sports Pony Studbook?

As interest in these ponies has grown, not only schoolmaster geldings but also graded stallions, approved mares and younger ungraded colts and fillies have been imported and a number of enthusiasts have begun to breed from them. However, until recently it was impossible to register the vast majority of these ponies or their progeny in the main section of any stud book as no existing organisation graded or approved the ponies as breeding stock in the European manner.  The formation of the Sports Pony Studbook Society (SPSS) has solved this problem and, as the only specialised sports pony stud book recognised by DEFRA, all SPSS registration documents also conform to the EU requirements for universal equine passports.

What ponies are eligible for registration with the SPSS?

ALL stallions and mares already graded into a recognised European or American sports pony or warmblood pony stud book are automatically eligible for entry into the SPSS stud book. All stallions and mares with pedigree papers from all other recognised pony stud books (both British and foreign) that successfully attend a SPSS grading will also enter the studbook. Progeny of stallions and mares in the SPSS (apart from pure-bred offspring eligible for the stud books of one of the indigenous Mountain and Moorland breeds of the UK) will receive SPSS papers and may attend grading in due course. If graded they will enter the SPSS stud book as approved breeding stallions and mares in their own right.

The SPSS has already graded and licensed some exceptional breeding stock, ranging from European team ponies to youngsters with sports potential. It particularly welcomes registration and grading enquiries from British-bred pony stallions and mares with a proven competition record as children’s mounts as the SPSS committee attaches great importance to the development of a child-friendly pony that also has true sports talent.

How can you find out more?

If you would like to register your pony with the SPSS, or would like to find out more about this exciting development in British breeding, please call the Secretary Sarah Steggall on 01935 840029 or 07721 766210 (email: sportsponies@gmail.com ) or write to her at the address at the top of this leaflet. Contact information for the other committee members is available on the Information & FAQ page of our website.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.sportpony.org.uk 
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