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	THE SPORTS PONY STUDBOOK SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
May 2007 

	SPSS Head Office

Tel: 01935 840029

EMAIL

bernwode@ukonline.co.uk

WEB SITE

www.spss.org.uk
	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – ADVANCE NOTICE

The 2007 SPSS Annual General Meeting will be held at 2pm on a weekday in late August or early September at Bernwode Stud, Chilthorne Domer, Somerset.  

There will be a BBQ from 12.30pm and after the AGM there will be an opportunity to have a look around Bernwode Stud.

Full details will be circulated nearer the time.

	2007 STALLION & MARE GRADINGS

& IN-HAND PREMIUM SHOW

Heart of England Equestrian – Stone - Staffs

By kind permission of Claire Ballantyne

Saturday 13th Oct

Mare Grading

In-hand Premium Show.  Classes for Mares and  Youngstock (foals to three year olds).  A chance to have your pony assessed and for temporarily licensed stallions to show their progeny.

Sunday 14th Oct.

Stallion Grading

BSJA Assessments (stallions only)

If there is sufficient demand it may be possible to hold a lecture on assessment methods for sports ponies on the Saturday evening so please let us know if you think that this would be a good idea.

Entry forms for grading  will be available from the Head Office and on the website and will automatically be sent out to owners of ponies already registered with the SPSS who are waiting to grade.

Entries close:  6th October 
	BD YOUNG HORSE AND BREEDING CHAMPIONSHIP

Addington Manor EC – Buckingham

Classes open to both British and foreign bred ponies
11th July - Ridden classes for 4-, 5- and 6- year old ponies (neither pony nor rider need to be registered with BD) For full details and official BD entry form contact Caroline Griffiths - carolinegriffith@grove-house.co.uk  

12th July - In-hand classes for foals, yearlings, 2 year olds and 3 year old fillies, colts and geldings (but not 3 year old colts) likely to make a dressage pony. For full details and entry form contact Celia Clarke celia@cwath.demon.co.uk or call 01280 812281

Note that the SPSS will be awarding special rosettes to the highest placed SPSS graded pony in each of the relevant classes.  A sash will also be awarded to the highest scoring SPSS registered pony on each day
Entries close:  20th  June (in hand classes) and 25th June (all other classes)

	2007 FOALS

If you are intending to register your 2007 foal please contact the Head Office for a DNA kit BEFORE posting your application and covering certificate.  This will prevent a further visit from your vet!

Also there is a page for foal pictures on the SPSS website www.spss.org.uk – use the link on the website to email in pictures – but please note that you must have the permission from the photographer for any pictures sent for the website.
	STUD CARDS

Would all stallion owners please send some 2007 stud cards to the Head Office.  

This will then enable Head Office to provide stud cards on request and also to display them at the Grading and other events.

	BAILEYS HORSE FEEDS / BRITISH BREEDING FUTURITY YOUNG HORSE EVALUATIONS

There are sections in this for all British-bred ponies of sports pony type (including SPSS, NPS and native breeds) from foals to 6 years old.  The foals and youngstock are judged loose and in-hand on the triangle (3 year olds may be loose jumped if the owner chooses at specific assessment days), 4 year olds are assessed using a combination of veterinary, conformation, loose paces and ridden assessment at the same venues as the foals and youngstock and 5 & 6 year old winners are identified on their record in affiliated (BD, BE, BSJA) classes throughout the year.

Dates and venues for the youngstock and 4 year old assessments are as follows (entries close the Friday before each date):

· 19 July

Arena UK, Lincolnshire

· 26 July

Osbaldston EC, Lancashire

· 2 August
Sunnybank EC (Wales) 

· 9 August
Oakridge EC (Scotland)

· 16 August
Catherston Stud, Hants

· 23 August
Heart of England EC (Staffs)

· 30 August
The Grange, Devon 

No final championships will be held in 2007, and awards will be based on scores achieved at the assessment with the assessment panel being drawn from the same panel of 5 for all venues

Rules and entry forms may be downloaded from the British Breeding section of the BEF web site at www.bef.co/uk and further details are available from Jan Rogers: Janrogersequine@aol.com or call 07725 332595
	ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

The 2006 SPSS accounts are now available from the Treasurer, by sending a large stamped addressed envelope to:

 Mrs E. Rutherford, Cae Rhyd ar Wen, Cwmdu, Llandeilo, Carms. SA19 7ED

Or by email from: edith.rutherford@btinternet.com

	
	SPSS NUMBER CRUNCHING
Having just completed our most recent upload of data to the National Equine Database we thought you might be interested in the following:
· Number of ponies of verified breeding registered in the SPSS stud book (including graded stock): 303:
· Total number of graded stallions: 56
· Total number of graded mares: 103
· Total number of SPSS passports with verified pedigrees issued: 114
· Total number of foals registered in 2006: 32
· Number of non-pedigree ponies with ID-only SPSS passports: 416

· Total Number of ponies registered with SPSS: 719
Not bad for a stud book that is only 7 years old!

	NEW ELITE STALLION - TOP YELLOW TO STAND AT STUD

The German bred, SPSS Elite and licensed Westphalian pony stallion, Top Yellow is to stand in the UK this year for the first time.  This remarkable palomino pony was bred by the notable German dressage trainer Johan Hinnemann and is by Till the Champ out of Kaprice by Kirby Cane.  

Trained by Johan and his daughter Betinna and ridden by Eva Nolden, Top Yellow won the 1996 and 1997 German Dressage Championships for Young Pony Stallions.   In November 1997, he attended the Westphalian Pony Stallion licensing and stood Champion with the highest score they had ever awarded to a pony stallion.  

Top Yellow was then sold to Delphine Meiresonne and, in 1999, he started his FEI career, ridden by Delphine, and quickly started scoring in excess of 65% including competing internationally for Belgium.  

Since then, Top Yellow has been ridden by a number of young pony riders, first in Austria, then more recently in the UK.

For further information contact Yvonne Wood Tel: 01377 250741 Mob: 07710 105870; Email: woodvonrick@aol.com

	WEB SITE BENEFIT FOR MEMBERS

The SPSS website (www.spss.org.uk) is receiving a significant number of visitors and is generally the top site on the list returned from a relevant ‘Google’ search.  Many of our stallion owners have now made use of this free advertising but we remind all members that there is also a page to  advertise SPSS registered ponies and youngstock for sale and a news page to publicise the achievements of members’ SPSS registered/ graded ponies.  

To advertise contact the webmaster, Philippa Cole, either using one of the links from the website, by email to  sportspony@btinternet.com or by telephone on 01234 708905
	GORSFRAITH BRENIN AWARDED PERMANENT GRADED STATUS

In recognition of the quality of his foals, the Welsh Sec D stallion Gorsfraith Brenin has been awarded Permanent Graded Status.  In 2006, Brenin was sire of the Pony Foal Champion and 3rd place foal in the Foal Championship, Trevoulter Brenmingh at the Futurity Final.  This and a good score from his other progeny led to Brenin receiving the Special 2006 Award for Stallions represented by only 2 progeny.

For further information on Gorsfraith Brenin please contact Mrs Kerensa Pluess-Cobbledick on 01288 361368 or 07977 480870

	SPSS REPRESENTATION ON NATIONAL COMMITTEES

As a studbook PIO listed with DEFRA and as the sole specialist sports pony studbook in the country, the SPSS is represented by members of the committee on a number of national bodies. These usually meet every 6 months -- although some meetings are only held annually -- and some extra meetings may be held on an ad hoc basis for working parties on which the SPSS has representation. 

The current meetings to which the SPSS sends representatives are:

· BHS Horse and Pony Breeds Committee (every 6 months)

· The Central Prefix Register Council and AGM (annual)

· The Equine Forum (annual)

· The Lead Body for Sports Horse and Pony Breeding (regular schedule of meetings yet to be confirmed) and the associated Steering Group (ad hoc meetings to draw up constitution prior to launch of above) 

· The NPS Part-bred committee (annual)

· The NPS/Ponies UK stud book and show society committee (every 6 months)

· The Supporters of British Breeding Annual Awards Dinner at which we sponsor an award (annual)

If you would like to receive reports on any of the above please contact Celia Clarke by e-mail at celia@cwath.demon.co.uk to be put on the relevant circulation list.

	UPDATES FROM MEMBERS

· The SPSS Elite Graded mare Sapphire Blue, has had a lovely filly foal by Mill Law.  Having lost her 2006 foal during pregnancy, the safe arrival of this year’s foal has been a great relief for her owner.  Check out the News page on www.spss.org.uk for pictures.

· SPSS graded stallion Thistledown Copper Lustre has qualified for the British Dressage Summer Regional Championships at Novice Open level.  He achieved this in just 2 shows and competing against horses. In addition, his first foal was born 19th April, out of the SPSS Graded mare Aklah Twighlight Star
· The SPSS Graded mare, Coldblow Honeysuckle, with her young rider, Maddy Van Vleet made it to Pony Of the Year Show at Unex Towerlands this April despite supposedly stopping jumping!  She did well, jumping 3 foot 6 in the final Grand Prix, but unfortunately luck was not their side and they were not in the final placing. However, ‘Honey’ was probably one of the smallest ponies there and just getting there is a notable achievement.

Members are welcome to send news of their registered/graded ponies for publication on the website – by email (with SPSS in the title please) to sportspony@btinternet.com
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